
Outdoor Learning and Safe Spaces
You may have noticed a few changes happening on our lovely field over the summer. Your children may also have come home talking about the rabbits on farm. We are now able to announce that we have managed to secure two financial grants to help us to drive forward our focus on well-being and outdoor learning.
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Our first grant is through the Armed Forces Education Trust. This project focuses on supporting service children’s wellbeing through outdoor learning. The project will be expanding our outdoor learning provision and creating capacity for staff training to support children’s wellbeing and emotional health. Using the outdoors to develop positive mental health, activity and resilience are important aims for us this year. The second grant supplements this and helps to create the spaces where these important interactions and experiences can happen.
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The second grant is from the Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust and this will be delivering our ‘Safe Spaces’ project. This project is built around creating a number of spaces where children can spend time engaging in activities that enhance their wellbeing, teach them independence and life skills. Two of the main spaces that we have made most progress with are the allotment and animal pens in The Farm. We now have four large raised beds, two polytunnels and a fruit cage (almost). We have also re-homed two pairs of rabbits and are nearly ready to re-home some guinea pigs and some rescue hens.
The spaces also include re-establishing our woods as an area for Forest School, a bespoke den building area and a quiet garden. There will also be a large sensory garden and a flower garden around our Storyteller’s Hut. These will be used for all children across the school with a particular focus on those children who are struggling emotionally, have mental health difficulties and around times of deployment. 
In November we will be planting over 400 tree saplings with the aim of supporting wildlife, establishing a perimeter hedge and creating more safe spaces in the future. We will be starting class inductions to the spaces soon and children are already regularly visiting the animals.
To move forward with the environmental changes, it would be really useful to gain your support in a practical way. Although we have managed to get the fencing started, we would like to get it finished soon. It is a great upper body workout and one volunteer from the Rifles was working at a 6 posts an hour speed. I wonder if anyone from the Mercians or anyone else could beat that?! 
If you could volunteer a few hours (or more) over the next few weeks we would be very grateful. If you are able to help, please email Mr HD dominic.haydn-davies@kiwi.wilts.sch.uk to let us know when you can come in.

There are a few exciting events we are hoping to get everything ready for, as well as some key events as the year progresses. The sooner we are ready, the sooner the children can get the benefits of it all.
As the project develops, we will be looking for planting volunteers and for any donations of bulbs, plants, fruit or veg seeds/plugs, small fruit trees, compost etc we would be most grateful. In terms of the ‘farm’ any hay, straw or bedding/sawdust would be welcomed.
There will be further outdoor learning and wellbeing developments as the year progresses but we are very excited to share the news about these grants with you.
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